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H E Deſire of Liberty is ſo 
NG rooted in the Nature of 
Man, that to whiſper a 
Word againſt it, or plead 
for Impoſition, is to pro- 

claim War, not agai 
particular Perſons, but the 
whole World. And, which 
— is more, *tis a kind of 
Violence offer d to our ſelves; an Attempt to 
eſtabliſh by Argument, what we would not have 
ut in Practice, unleſs ſtanding at the greateſt di- 
ce from it. It is therefore one of the moſt in- 
jurious Characters, a Stain to the Reputation, and 
Bar to the Uſefulneſs of any one, to have 
ſuch a Charge brought in 3 him, if it obtain 
Credit in the World. To call a Man an DImpoſer 
and Perſecutor, and load him with all the Chain of 
Calumny, which a fruitful Invention ſharpen'd 
with Reſentment is diſpos'd to join with it, is to 
maintain a Charge that had need be well ſupport- 
ed, leſt the Accuſers render themſelves liable to 
the ſame Cenſure, and give Occaſion to the in- 
jur'd Party to turn their Weapons on themſelves. 
There is at this Day a Charge of this Nature ad- 
vanc'd againſt many of us, which, whether ſup- 
ported by juſt ä or whether there be 
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not ſufficient ground of Vindicating our ſelves 
from it, I leave the World to Judge ſubmitring 
my Reaſoning on this Subject, in the following Pa- 
pers, to thoſe who are moſt difintereſted in the Con- 
troverſy, and without being prepoſſeſs d with Pre- 
judice, are diſpos d to judge impartially about 
this Matter. en, | 
T ux particular Inſtances of Vnpoſition, refer to 
\ Creed-making, irregular Proceeding in Syods, eſ- 
* impoſing a Rule of Faith, and herein caſt- 
ing a Reflection on the Divine Oracles, and ſome 
have carried the Matter yet further, and charg'd 
us with ſetting up a Court of Iuguiſition, by which 
they wou d have the People underſtand ſomething 
like thoſe in Faly, and Spain ; and leſt any ſhould 
think the Character, they are pleas'd to compli- 
ment us with, is miſapplied, they take care to in- 
form them withal that we are Papiſts; and to pre- 
vent any Miſtake, becauſe ſome Papiſts are better 
humour'd than others, they repreſent us as ha- 
ving Inſtruments of Cruelty in our Hands, and give 
out that we thirſt after Blood. 
I x will doubtleſs be inquir'd, what we have 
done to deſerve ſuch a Cenſure; and tho* ſome in 
their H/ritings and Diſcourſes are diſpos'd to blac- 
ken, without pretending to make good their Charge, 
and produce Raillery inſtead of Argument: Yet 
when we hear Miniſters complain in a very moving 
Way of Injuries, Perſecutions, and Impoſitions, from 
their Brethren, this will oblige us to inquire what 
are the Reaſons, on which this Complaint is 
grounded; for to be ſure the World will expect 
to hear ſomething very ſhocking and criminal. For 
my own part, I ſhould be glad to know, as far as 
| Lam concern'd in the Charge, if there be = 
Reaſon, which I could never yet ſee, to accuſe 
my ſelt, and fo far as this is convincing, to give 
any reaſonable Satisfaction; but at preſent 1 2 
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be excus d, if I cannot have as bad thoughts of my 
ſelf in this particular Inſtance as they have of me. 
The whole Foundation of this heavy Charge, ſo 
far as J can learn, is, our profeſſing our Faith in the 
Dottrine of the Trinity in an Aſſembly of Miniſters, by 
ſubſcribing the firſt Article of the Church of Eng- 
land, and the Anſwers to the Fifth and Sixth Queſti- 
ons in the Aſſemblies Catechiſm ; unleſs you will add 
a Circumſtance or two, viz. our deſiring that it 
might be put to the Vote, whether we ſnould do 
it with the Approbation of that Aſſembiy, or 
when we had done it, our requeſting that our Bre- 


thren would concur with us herein. It there was 


any Exorbitancy of Paſſion or reflecting Expreſſions 
us'd by particular Perſons on either Side, this comes 
not into our preſent Argument; for that will not 
give Occaſion to ſuch an Accuſation againſt the 
whole Body. And if there be any thing elſe on 
which tis grounded, I profeſs my ſelf ready to 
receive any Conviction; bur till then, ſhall take 
leave to conſider the Invalidity of the Charge. And 
fince we read much of Creed-making and Synods, we 
ſhall firſt concede, that there have been many In- 
ſtances of Impoſition in former Ages, from whence 
I ſuppoſe the Hint is taken, which are not juſtifia- 
ble; and ſhall conſider how far the Inpoſition of 
Creeds is diſclaimed by us; and how readily we 
join with our Brethren in refiecting on thoſe who 
juſtly deſerve this Character: And then we ſhall 
conſider how far thoſe venerable Bodies, might have 
been the Compoſers of Creeds, and yet not expos'd 
themſelves to the Reproach of ſucceeding Ages. 
This willlead us further to inquire, whether ſome 
Endeavours may not be us'd to know what Men 
believe in Religious Matters, which are not liable 
to the Imputation of Perſecution, ſetting up an 
Inquifitien, or pretending to give Laws to other 
Men's Conſciences ; and to prove that the making a 
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(6) 
Profeſſion of our Faith, cannot be reaſonably ſubje&- 
ed to the like Charge, tho there may be Ground 
to doubt at the ſame time, whether many whom 
we otherwiſe value, will come into the ſame 


Meaſures with us. L 

Io begin with the Head of Impofition as prac- 
tis d by Synods, contain'd in the Charge of Creed- 
making. -It is allow'd by all that the Mind of Man 


is not to be compell'd to believe a Truth by any 


other Methods, but ſuch as are agreeable to its 
Nature, i. e. by preſenting to it ſufficient Evi- 
dence ; ſo that violent Methods us'd to propagate 
an Opinion, have not had a direct Tendency to 
anſwer that End, how much ſoever they may have 
given a Check to the outward Actions. For tho? our 
viſtble Conduct is ſubjected to humane Laws and 
Cenſures, yet as to what concerns our private 
Sentiments, we have to do with none but the 
Heart - ſearching God, and how far theſe Senti- 
ments ought to be diſcover'd to others, will be con- 
ſider d under a following Head. But we muſt ſup- 
ſe, that every one who thinks. conſiſtently, has 

a Scheme of Doctrines, or a Set of Notions about 
religious Matters, as well as Things of a leſs im- 
rtant Nature. It follows from hence, that ſome 
Methods which have been us'd by the Ancient 
Church, eſpecially in the Fourth Century by venera- 
ie Aſſemblies, or Bodies of Men diſtinguiſh'd by 


the av ful Name of Synode, whether Provincial or 


Oecumenical, with a Deſign to propagate the Faith, 
have been attended with Infringement on the Li- 
berty of Chriſtians, as well as pav'd the Way to 
endleſs Jealouſies and Perſecution, under the plauſi- 
ble Pretence of Zeal for Truth. The firſt Synod 
that we read of in Scripture was the Sanhedrim, 


Which how much ſoeyer it retain'd its Integrity 


for ſorre Ages, when endow'd with an extraordi- 
nary Ajfiatus of the Diviae Spirit; yet at laſt it de- 
| generated 


( 
Crerated into the moſt contemptible Aſſembly in the 
World, and having miſerably proſtituted the Fairh, 
added to its Guilt the vile Crime of managing the 
moſt unjuſt Proſecution of the Lord of Glory, cover'd 
with the ſpecious Pretence of expreſſing their Zeal 
aq Blaſphemy, which they falſly charg'd him 
With. du 
AFTERWARDS, in the firſt Age of Chriſtianity 
there was a Hud held by the Apoſtles and Elders, 
together with the whole Multitude of the Church at 
Jeruſalem, mentioned As xv. which had greater 
Prerogatives than any ſince that Time could pre- 
tend to. This Aſſembly met together to determine 
that important Queſtion which gave great Diſtur- 
bance to the Progreſs of Chriſtianity, viz. Whether 
the converted Fews might continue their wonted 
Subjection to the Law of Mzſes, diſtinguiſhing 
| themſelves from other Nations by Circumciſion, 
which ſome thought not only expedient but neceſ- 
ſary to Salvation. They were not conven'd by 
the Civil Magiſtrate, who at that Time was not in 
the Intereſt ot. Chriſtianity, nor by any one of the 
Apoſtles as pretending to a Superiority over the relt : 
But they aſſembled themſelves at the Requeſt of 
Paul and Barnabas on the one Side, and ſome on the 
other, who aſſerted a Neceſſity of adhering to the 
Jeuiſb Rites in Diſpute. And after Debate and 
eaſoning, a perfect Harmony being obtain d, the 
Determination of this 5 is expreſs d in 
Words peculiar to that Diſpenſation, Ver. 28. It 
Seemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to us, &. Which 
Words were afterwards made uſe of as a Preface to 
the Decrees of Synods conven'd by the Bib p of 
Rome, to give Countenance to Inpoſitions when there 
was juſt Ground to complain of them. Bur in this 
Aſſembly there were ſeveral preſent who had an ex- 
traordinary Inſpiration from the Holy Ghoſt, which 
probably might then give Occaſion to this _—_— 
5 | » 
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of Speaking. Tho if there is only a Reference had 
to the Caſe of C:rnelius in theſe Words, intimating 
that the Holy Ghoſt had, not long ſince, determin' 


circumciſed, as ſome ſuppoſe “: Yet we have 


herein an Exception to the general Charge brought 


againſt ſuch-like Aſſemblies, for they determin'd 
Matters without the leaſt Shew of Inpoſition. It 
is not much to our preſent Purpoſe to enquire, whe- 
ther the Apoſtles held a Synod immediately before 
they ſeparated to determine by Lot into what Parts 
of the World they ſhould diſpoſe of themſelves ; for 


the Account we have thereof is taken from ſpurious 


Writings, which have nothing more to recommend 
'em than the Name of ' Antiquity : And the Creed, 
which is commonly attributed ro the Apoſtles, {aid 
to be compos'd in this Syzod, deſerves that Cha- 
racer, rather as containing a Summary of the Doc- 
trine deliver d by them, tnan from their being the 
Compilers thereof in the Form in which it ſtands. 
This has been ſufficiently prov'd by ſome who are 
well vers'd in the Writings of Antiquity f: But if 
the Apr/tles were the genuine Authors thereof, they 
would not be aſpers d with the infamous Character 
of Creed Makers in the Senſe of ſome late Writers, 
becauſe they who expreſs themſelves with the 
greateſt Warmth againſt Creeds, can ſubſcribe it, 
whereas in Reality rhe Character is no otherwiſe 
opprobrious than as it carries in it the Mark of In- 
Portion ; for to be an Impoſer, if I apprehend the 
Meanirg cf theſe Gentlemen, does not ſo much 
conſiſt in compiling a Creed, as in inſerting thoſe 
Things in it which they cannot comply with. 

Ar rR the Apoſtles Time, till the Empire became 
Chriſtian inthe Rei zn of Cnſtantine the Great, as there 
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© + Hiſt, of the Apoſtles Creed. a 7... 
Du Pin's Hiſt, of the Can, of the Old and New Teſt, Vol. II. Cap, 6. 95. 
was 
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this Controverſy by falling on thoſe who were un- 
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was no external Pomp and Grandeur attending the 

Worſhip of God, and the Utmoſt that was enjoy'd 
was a Toleration from the Civil Government, and 


that only at ſome Times; as an Inſtance of the Cle- 


mency and Juſtice of the Prince who fat upon the 
Throne; it carmor be ſuppos d they were in à Capa- 
city, or had an Inclination to exerciſe Tyranny over 
their Brethren. It is true, many —_ ſprang 
up during this Haterval, which gave Occaſion to 
thoſe:who were tajthtul to bear a Teſtimony to the 
Truth, which they did in the Diſcharge of their 
Miniſterial Function; and tho* many of them drew 
up Creed, yet theſe were no mope than a Declara- 
tion of their own Faith, or an Abſtract of ſome of 
the main Principles of Chriſtianity, containing the 
Subſtance of what they largely inſiſted on in their 
Sermons, and fo were a Guide to, rather than an 
Impofition on the Conſciences of their Hearers. 
There were very few Synods * held,efpecially if com- 
par'd with following Ages The firſt Heyefies being 
confuted without any ſuch Authority, The m 
conſiderable were two held at Antioch, the former 
circa Ann. 264. the latter Ann. 270. with a De- 
to tortify the Faithful againſt the Hereſy of Paul 
of Samoſata who was then living, and tho' in ſome 
of theſe Synodi Debates were not managed with- 
out much of Human Frailty, yet the Foundation 
of the Prejudice which many entertain againſt ſuch 
Aſſemblies, is ſuppos'd to take its principal Rife 
from the Management of ſuch-like Bodies of Men 
in the following Age. | | 
Ir therefore we proceed to the fourth Century, 
when the Church had the Civil Goverument on its 
Side, we have flagrant Inſtances of [mpofition prac- 
tis'd by whatſoever Side was uppermoſt. When 
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Arxins firſt began to propagate his Opinions, and 
8 had perverted many of the City of Alexandria, 
| | partly by the Subtilty of his Reaſoning, for which 
| de is remark'd, * and partly becauſe Alexander the 
| Biſhop of that Place, tho a very good Man, and zea- 


1 lous Aſſertor of Truth, had no great Talent at ar- 

= _.guing, and thereſore was run down by his Antago- 

=  niſt, not for want of a good Cauſe, but of Skill to 

manage it; a General Council was call d by the Em- 

ror, which met at Nice. T'his was the ready 

Way, thoꝰ not deſign'd, to 1 the growing 

Hereſy ; for now Arius has the Honour to be taken 

Notice of, and thought a greater Man than ever 

| he was before, when above three hundred Biſbops are 

| ſent for from moſt Parts of the Chriſtian World to 
| confute him, which one Athanaſius was ſufficient to ' 

| have done. This Yenerable Body being met; after 

4 ſeveral Compliments paſs'd. between em and the 

13 Emperor, who expreſs d an uncommon Inſtance of 

q Condeſcenſion, in that he wou'd not fit down till 

| they had fignified their Deſire of having this Ho- 

| nour put on the Aſſembly by bowing their Heads f. 

The tirſt Thing they enter upon, which was Fo- 

reign to the Deſign of their Meeting, was the bring- 

ing Charges againſt one another, as tho twas mo- 

rally impoſſible for ſo great a Body of Miniſters to 

meet together to cenſure Men or Doctrines, without 

ſome private Animoſities and Intemperate Zeal, But 
this was over-rul'd by the prudent Management of (| 
the Emperor, who order'd em firſt to burn their 
Letters of Accuſation againſt one another, and then 

to proceed to Buſineſs. 

AN p now the Cauſe of Arius comes before em, 
and many varm Debates were manag'd on both . 


— 
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Sides, at length they agree together in a Form of 
Sound Words, expreſſing the contrary Truth. This 
could not be done without ſome Difficulty ; for 
ſome of them inſtead of being diſpos'd to declare 
againſt Arius's Scheme, were very much byaſs'd in 
Favour of it: And here the Emperor again inter- 
poſes his good Offices for Peace, and takes his Part 
in making Orations in the Council, in which he 
commended thoſe who ſpoke well, and by his Rea- 
ſoning, as the Hiſtorian tells us, confirm'd others 
whoſe Minds were wavering,till at length he made 
em almoſt all unanimous, which can be 'reckon'd 
little more than a Compliment return'd to that 
great Man for the Notice Which he took of them. 
But tho? his-Preſence might aw them into a De 
of Decency and Moderation, yet Euſebius his Fa- 
yourite and Admirer, in this ſeems to attribute too 
much to him, eſpecially conſidering that he had 
before this been very little converſant in Theologic 
Diſputes,” his Education having been till about Ten 
or Tuelde Years before this in the Heathen Idolatry ; 
and it appears, that for as'many Years after, he was 
not thought ſufficiently inſtructed in the Chriſtian 
Faith to be admitted into Communion with the 
Church, not being baptiz d before his laſt Sickneſs; 
And in the latter Part of his Life, *tis certain he 
was too much imposꝰd on by Euſebius Biſhop of Ni- 
comedia, and others in the Arian Scheme, infomuch 
that if they did but approve ot the Council of Nice, 
which he always paid a Sacred Regard to, they 
might be as remote as they pleas'd in their Senti- 
ments from the Doctrine therein declar 4 49 
I' 11s Council being in ſome Meaſure brought 
into Temper by the Emperour's Management pro- 
ceeded to draw up a Creed, which takes it's Deno- 
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tion ſrom it. The moſt offenſive Term there- 
n Was de -, which was not now firſt invented, 
but uſed by ſome. before this Time, as Euſchivs 
conſeſſes in his Epiſtle to the People of Ceſarea, in 
which. he excuſes his Conduct in agreeing to the 
aforeſaid Creed *. This Word as he and others 
pretend to explain it, is rendred more difficult to 
underſtood than it was before, but doubtleſs the 
Pefign of its being there inſerted, was to declare 
the Hon to have the ſame Efence with the Father, 
without which they might atiert em to be one, and 
hr ver Ty differ in the Regards they pay to 
Number of this Synod, made a 
this Word, and endeavour d, tho in 
vain, e to have it leſt out, or zune put in 
Room of it, which tho' differing only in one 
nall Letter was deem d no leſs than a giving up 
hole Cauſe. But others were allow d to put 
the own Senſe on it, as it is poſſible to make 
_ Words ſigniſy what Men pleaſe, and here- 
upon they aſſented to tlie Creed for fear of the Con- 
Hover of the Refuſal rather than a Z NAL for 
ruth. 
ITA follows the W and perſecuting Part 
of the Management, they who refus'd to Aſſent 
to it were baniſh'd, as well as Anathemas, and 
Excommunicati n annex d to the Creed. And indeed 
a Oed without the Addition ot ſuch a Sanction 
can hardly be reckon d to come within the Verge 
of Impoſition. 1 
A xD now the Way Was open d, Wins could 
be expected, but that — the Tables were turn- 
ed, Auathemas, Excommuznications, and Banijhments 
ſhould be tack'd to cler Creeds, and that the once 
perſecuted Party ſhould 0 the ſame Part on thoſe 


li. 
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who 
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bo beſore had led the Way, which they did to a 
ſiderable De Fj T rer Pi way tr ot _ 
Turin . Artempe -- — — was a- 
gainſt particular Perſons, tor having wrought up the 
— by Management to a Perſwaſion that 
the Difference was principally in Words, and that 
the Nitene · Fuith was as much embrac'd by thoſe 
ho could not ſay the S was of the ſame Eſſence; 
or Subſtance with the Father, as by. others who 
thought themſelves oblig'd to aſſert it. And even 
Arius himſelf together with many of his Followers, 
Diſſembling their Notions, and ing that the 
Flame was firſt kindled by the fond Humour of 
ſome unquiet Spirits of which Arhanaſius and Eu 
ftathius were the principal, the Storm begins to fall 
nem; ard to add a ſolemn Grace to Perſecuti- 
on, three or four Synods were conven'd in their 
Turns, during the remaining Part of the Reign 
of Conſtantine, whoſe principal Buſineſs was to A6- 
cuſe, Condemn, and Excommunicate ſome of their old 
Antagoniſts as they had ferv'd em before, which is 
indeed a very unfair Way of diſputing, eſpecially 
conſidering that the Power of Excommunication, 
where the Merits of the Cauſe will juſtify it, be- 
belongs, according to our Saviour's Rule,*to'a Church 
and from the Nature ot the Thing it muſt belo 
to that particular Society of which the Perſon be- 
fore was a Member, and is not ſubject to the ar- 
bitrary Reſolves of an Aſembly ef Miniſters whoſe 
Advice is not ſo much as deſir d by them relating 
thereunto. But that which rendred the Procedure 
more keen, and indeed formidable, was the Sen- 
tence of Banijhment which uſually ſollow'd it, of 
which there were many inſtances of both Sides. 
And as for the Nicene-Creed which had bred all 
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this ill Blood among em, tlie 4rians indeed did 
not think it expedient to preſs the Alteration of it; 
or make a Neu one in that Reign, for *twas im- 
cticable: But in Conftantius's Time when the 
Day was their own,: they were ſo 'zealouſly Affected 
that Way, as tho they reſolv d to ingroſs the Cha- 
racter of Creed=Makers to themſelres; and they ren- 
dred themſel ves as formidable by their Anathema us 
any of their Predeceſſors on the other Side had done. 
ISEAIIL not inſert the many Arian Creedt 
which a few: ears produc'd, but only obſerve: in 
General that ſome few Things in them ſeem' d 
hard to be underſtood, as tho? they deſign'd Peo-— 
ple ſhould ſubſcribe they knew not What. A Spe- 
cimen of this:we have in the Creed ® compoſed by 
the Suod at Antioch, A. 341. in which they call 
the Son not only as tis expreſs'd in the NVicene-Creed 
God: of God, but whole of whole, only of ouly, Perfect 
ef Perfect. What is this but to darken rather than 
explain the Faith contain'd in Scripture ? Beſides 
we often find Things expreſs d in ſo general Terms 
that it was not poſſible to know the Faith of thoſe 
who aſſented to them, as to the principal Things in 
7 about the Dołirine of the Trinity, and in 
of em they either left out any Word which 
might ſignify the Sn to have the ſame Subſtance 
with the Father, or ſubſtituted ſome other Word 
in the Room of it which plainly diſcovered they 
were of a different Opinion. Thus in the Creed 
above mention d, after having taken notice of the 
Form of Baptiſin in the Name of the Further, Hu, 
aud Holy Gbeſt; and pretending to explain thoſe 
Words, they add that we are to underſtand there- 
by, that the Father is truly the Father, the & n truly 
the Son, and the Holy Gheſt truly the Hily Ghiſt; 
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"and that they are Three in Perſon. lut one in Conſent 
which ſerves inſtead of fg, MMX 
ANOTHER Council, * conven d about Three on 
Four Years after this in the ſame place, compos d a 
large Creed, in which the Eaſtern Biſbops, attempt 
a Vindication, of , themſelves from the Charge f 
 Arianiſm, which they ſent to thoſe. of the Jet; In 
this Creed the Word zu- is ſtudiouſly omit- 
ted ; but to make amends for it; many Things are. 
ſaid concerning the Son, which ſeem to carry a 
Fair ſhew, as tho they aſcrib'd all the Gr to 
him that is his due. Thus they confeſs that he 
was before all Ages, that he was not of another Sub 
ſtance frem that of God, and that tit not ſafe to A. 
ſert he had his Being ( d ru] out f Nothing. 
They moreover, declare againſt the Opinion of Paul 
of Samoſata, who held that the Sn was. by*Nature, 
a meer Man, and only a made God, and they add, 
which one wou'd think a ſufficient Vindication 
from the Charge of Arianiſm, that the Son is true 
and perfect God by Nature, perfett# from the Begin- 
ning, and in all Things like the Father, which is 
more than 3oiro:G@- or 3G; and that he ſubſiſts 
in like Manner as the Father doth : But when on the 
other Hand, they denounce an Anathema againſt 
thoſe who deny that the Father begat the Son of his 
own Will and Pleaſure, and aflert that he, the Son 
miniſtred, i e. was an Inſtrument! to the Father in 
creating all Things, they alſo add, that the Father 
Rules over all Things, even over the Son himſelf, 
which (ſuppoſing they take it for the Son, conſi- 
dered in his Divine Nature, as I ſee no Reaſon to 
doubt but they do) ſavours of Arianiſm. And in- 
deed, it is hard to determine their Fuith by the 
Words of their own .Creed, which makes it Mat- 
ter of Diſpute, Whether this Synod was Arian 
or not? if they were ſe, it ſhews how eaſily Men 
aaa 
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conceab their Sentiments about important 
| —_— of Faith, eſpecially when they, as in this 
Caſe, give themſelves a Liberty of « gays? 10 =1 
eonliftentiy with themſelves. © 2 


Turk was another Oreed- edmpos'd in — | 
Council at Sirmium, in which, as in that laſt 


mention d, many Truths are advancd, \which 


feem to contradict the Arian Scheme, as that the 
Sow does' not Exiſt I in r, that he it not another 
Subſtance from the Father, and that bis Deity under- 
went no Corruption, Palfon, Change or Dimiuutiom 
and that thoſe Words in Gen. i. Let us make | Man 
were ſpoke by the Futher to the Son, and not by 
the 2 Father lacks plural Number, and that it was 
not the Father, but the Son who appear d to A- 
braham, Gen. viii. And when 'ris ſaid the Lord 
rain d fire on Sodom from the Lord, tis not meant 
the Lord rain'd it himſelf, but from the Father ; 
and ſo tenacious are they of this Expoſition of theſe 
Scriptures, that they Anathematix⸗ thoſe who _ 
them in a contrary Senſe. 

Bur notwithſtanding this Sernblance of A 

they deal forth their Anathemas, as plentifully a- 
gail thoſe who don't fall in wich em in many 
ian Errors, particularly, againſt any who aſſert 
that the Syn did not miniſter to the Father in creating 
all Things ; they alſo maintain ' d that the Son is not 
wh be plac d in the ſame Degree with the Father, but is 
inferior to him, viz. as God, and that he dves not fit- 
at his Father's right Hand of himſelf, ſpeaking ſtill 
of him as God, but in purſuance of a Command gi- 
ven him to fit there: And when they ſpeak of the 
Son as uncreated, as tho they deſign'd herein to 
make an Excurſion from the Arian Scheme, there 
is ſomething added, which notwithſtanding deter- 


— 
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mines em at the ſame time to be in it, hen 
they ſay, whoever ſhall aſſert that the Son is like other 
Creatures, let him be Anathema. And tho', in one 
part of their Creed, they allow the Son to have 
been before all Ages; yet they denounce an Auathema 
in another part ot it, againſt thoſe who ſay that he is 
unborn or without beginning; ſuppoſing, that to aſ- 
ſert che Father and Son. both to be without Begin- 
ning, is to infer that there are two Gods; adding 
alio, that tho' the Son is the Head and Beginning of 
all Things, yet God the Father is his Head, ſpeak- 
ing of him as God, and that all Things are re- 
Ferr'd by the Sun to one, vix. the Father who is without 
Beginning. There was alſo another Creed, com- 
poſed at Sirmium, in which they expreſly forbid 
the Uſe of the Word dei or dwvri@, Cc. in ex- 
plaining the Doctrine of the Trinity, as being offen- 
ſive and unſcriptural Terms, and aſſert that the Fa- 
ther is greater than the Son in Honour and Divi- 
nity, pretending that to be the Senſe of the Text, 
wherein our Saviour ſays, my Father is greater 
than J. | 

'T xzxn is another Creed mention'd by Socrates, * 
which is the Ninth -he_reekons up in his Account 
after that publiſh'd at Nice; and as one tired with 
the Task he had gone through, he paſſes this 
general Cenſure on them, as containing a Laby- 
rinta of Exp.fitions of Faith, which are ſo obſcure 
and doubttul, and often contradictory to one ano- 
ther, as well as deviating from the Faith which 
was before receiv'd, that they do in Effect ex- 
plain it away. There is —_— remarkable in 
this Creed which is not contain'd in thoſe before 
mention'd, unleſs that when they had forbid the 
Uſe of the Word #9 in this Controverſy, as giv- 
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ing Offence, and not contain'd as they preterd in 
Scripture, and aſſerted the Su to be like the Fu- 
ther in that Senſe which" the Scriptures teach, which 
in effect is to reſolve not to declare in what Senſe 
they underſtand ſueh like ws re they con- 
clude with an Anathema againſt all Doctrines con- 
trary to thoſe contain d in this Compoſure as He- 
retical. | boy 
FROM what has been ſuggeſted, it appears that 
both Sides have been criminal as to the Matter of 
Imp ſitien: But none ſo much as the Arians, unleſs 
we proceed in our Account a Century or two fur- 
ther, when Invaſions were daily made on the Peace 
and Liberty, as well as on the #aith of the Church. 
And when in after Ages the Biſhop of Rome had 
V reſted the Sword out of the Magiſtrate's Hand, 
having uſurp'd the Character of univerſal Biſhop and p 
Head of the Church, and made bold Pretenſions to 
Infallibilitj, then all Things were turn'd out of 
Courſe and Impoſition was wrote in Characters of 
Blood, eſpecially in the 7hirtzenth Century, when 
the Court of Inquiſition, render'd it ſelf more ter- 
rible to Mankind than the worſt of Synods had 
gone before. To plead ſuch a Cauſe as this, is to 
lie open to the juſteſt Cenſure, and none ought to 
be charg'd with an Imputation of this Nature; 
but on tar better Grounds than any have as yet 
| 8 But what will not Prejudice and Re- 
ſentment attempt, when Men reſolve to blacken } 
| thoſe who have differing Sentiments from 'em in 
religious Matters, with Calumny for want of bet- 
ter Arguments! 
I x canrot be juſtly inferr'd from theſe Hiſtori- 
cal Remarks en the Imfefitions practis'd of old by 
Syrcds, ard ccrtain'd in Creeds, that *tis not poſſi- 
ble to ſeparate Centention from the one or Impeſiticn 
rem the other, What tho' we have reaſcn with 
. Greger) 


Gregory Nazianzen to complain in ſome partieu- 
lar Inſtances, Which come within our Obſeryatjs 
on, of ſome Confuſions and, want of Temper, With 


which Debates have been manag'd in Ailem- 


blies of Miniſters, and eſpecially the uxhappy E= 
vent thereof, when Things have been render d 
worſe then before: Shall we from hence conclude 
that all ſuch Aſſemblies are a Grievance to Mankind? 
This is to extend the Corruption of Human Na: 
ture too far, and to caſt too great Contempt on 
the Advantage that might be expected from a 
Multitude of Cuunſellers. When theſe. keep within 
their own Sphere, and pretend not to a Power 
which they know not the Original of, they may 
be of uſe to others; for that can't be denied to an 
united Body Which belongs in ſome Degree to every 
Angle Member of it. Advice may be given in Mat- 
ters of Faith as well as Prat lice, to thoſe over whom 
they don't pretend to Exerciſe Authority, much leſs 
to Impoſe on, or Perſecute. As for Creeds or Confe(ſt- 
ons of Faith, tis certainly lawful, for one Man to 
make an expreſs Declaration of his Faith, atid at 
the ſame time to recommend it to the Approba- 
tion and Conſent of others; and it ſo, then a Mul- 
titude may agree together in declaring and recom- 

mending their Faith in like manner to the, World; 
and eſpecially.if they are Miniſters, may they not 

ive. a ſummary. Account ot What they preach? 
Beſides. to deny this is to deny all Liberty, of, Con- 
verſation about Matters of Faith; and will, by juſt 
Conſequence preclude preachiag ic ſelf; which, they 
who delire to expunge it  ouc ot. the World, need 
only call Creed-Making or Tmpoſiag on tae Faith of 
Mankind, and then tae Maccer is at an Ed. 
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Br I humbly conceive the Friquiry, or juſt 
Ground of Cenſure, ſo far as it concerns Creed- 
making conſiſts, not meerly in a Perſon's making 
a Declaration of his Faith when call'd to it; for 
that ought to be done whatever be the Conſe- 
quence thereof, as being a Debt due to Truth, 
and is call'd by our Saviour confeſſing him before 
Men: And if he may do this in a Firm of his own 
Compoſing, I ſuppoſe it will be allow'd, that tis 
not unlawful to do it in Words compos'd by o- 
thers, if ſo be they contain his Senſe, and are a- 
precable to the Holy Scriptures, the Standard of 
Prarch. unleſs the Form be impos d, and even this 
admits of divers Qualifications taken from the 
End of ehe it, which determines his Com- 
pliance or al; and ſo far as the Impoſition 
appears to be unlawful, the Compliance of any 
one therewith will in like er e e ſo. 
Thus if the impoſer, aſſumes to himſelf the 
leaſt Branch of Divine Glory, or makes Pretenſions 
to Þyfabibility, as tho“ his compoſures were equal- 
ly binding with Scripture, and not to be tried by it; 
and tho they be call d an Expoſition of Scripture, yet 
it their own Authority, and not the Juſtice le C. 
ſequence from that ſacred Fountain, is ſuppos'd to 
conſtitute a Rule of Faith, this is no leſs diſown'd 
by thoſe who are call'd Creed-makers, than by others 

who put that Character upon them. 
AGain, if teſtifyirg my Aſſent to a Creed, 
be made a Condition of my enjoying that which T 
have a Natural or Civil right to, it is ur juſtifiable, 
and as ſuch difown'd by us, as rendring that pre- 
carious which we had a Right to from the Sove- 
reign diſpoſer of all Things; or renders that condi- 
tional which He had madean abt Grant of. From 
hence it may be argued, that Perſecution either by 
Baniſhment, Confiſcation of Goods, or Death, and 
indeed an abrid;ing a Man, in any other * of 
| | h | at 
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that which he has a Right to by another Teunre; is 
an high Inftance of pies And to apply this to 
religious Matters, if we ſuppoſe a Creed enforo d by 
ſuch a Sanction, to be no other than what we may 
ſee the higheſt Reaſon to declare our Aſſent to 
from the Evidence of Truth contain'd in it; yet 
while we declare our Faith, we are to expreſs a juſt 
Abhorrence of all Methods of Violence annex'd to 
it. In this Caſe then, we muſt enquire what this 
impoſed ( reed is made a Condition of, and whether 
the religious Privileges which we had an antece- 
dent Right to are ſubjected to it. As for Inſtance: 
It I have a Right thro' Divine Goodneſs to the 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, and thoſe Ordinances 
of Divine Service, which our Saviour has granted 
to all without Diſtinction, contain'd. in that gene- 
ral Commiſſion given in thoſe Words, * Go preach 
the Goſpel to every Creature, my profeſfing my Faith is 
not to be impos'd as a neceflary Qualification for 
this Privilege: But if we extend religious Matters 
8 tarther, and confider thoſe Things which all 

ave nit a Right to, then the Caſe is vaſtly ditfering, 
and ſome Things may be charg'd with unjuſt Im- 
Pefitien, which, if duly conſider d, will nor really 
appear to be ſo. 7 

AND this leads us to conſider that there are 
ſome Caſes in which we are called to paſs a Judg- 
ment on Perſons as well as Things, if not, why have 
we ſo many Charafers of Perſons given in Scripture. 
It is an Advantage to Chriſtians to know, that there 
are others in the World who have a Right to that 
Character as well as themſelves; and to deſire to 
know this, is not meerly to ſatisfy their too curious 
Enquiries, but to excite that Praiſe which redounds 
to God thereby. This the Apoſtle Paul calls f glo- 
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ly tis in the Power of a Church to impoſe on thoſe 


022) 
rifying God in him. It will recommend the Cauſe 
of Chriſtianity to conſider, that there are Multitudes 
who adhere to it in Truth, and how light a Matter 
ſoever many make of it, I can't but rejoice in this 
Thought, that others embrace the ſame Faith with 
myſelt, and that more eſpecially in a Time when 


many proſeſs their Zeal for the contrar Er- 


ror. Beſides, a Man may be called to vindicate 
ethers; when ſuſpected, perhaps unjuſtly, of turning 
aſide from the Faith; and this End can't be attains” 
unleſs he knows Mhat they believe; and how can he 
know it unleſs they make a plain intelligible and 
determinate, Conſeſſiun thereof? and whether this be 
done in his Words, or their own, or in any others 
drawn up to their Hands, it can't be juſtly reckon d 
an Impoſit ion, if the Thing be only pr pos'd as an 
Expedient to anſwer a valuable End: Neither can 
it be reckon d a Cime, it upon a Retuſal to comply 
with it, Men proceed no farther than meerly, to 
ſuſpend their Judgment concerning thoſe who con- 
ceal their Sentiments from them. And ſo far as 
the Hanaur of God is concern d in its being profeſod 
and known, they can't be reckon'd Tmpoſers, who 
leave them who deſire in this reſpect to be conccal'd, 
to account for the Diſhonour that may be brought 
to his Name thereby, which they themſelves can by 
no means help. W A 
Bur the Caſe of Inpoſition in religious Matters 
will have a conſiderable Turn, when we take a 
View of it, which we ſhall proceed to do, as the Act 
of a Church; this being a Society in ſome Reſpect 
founded in, and .continued by mutual Conſent, and 
govern'd by certain Laws or Rules conducive to its 


Well-being. No one has a Rigar to be admitted a 
Member of it, but there is a {uppos'd Conſeht to 


conform to theſe Laws; therefore the Claim or Right 
of every one hereunto is conditional, and conſequent- 


who 
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who are admitted into it, the Qbſervance of thoſe 
fundamental Rules which are contain'd in its Con- 
ſtitution, and to reject thoſe who refuſe to comply 
therewith. What theſe Laus are, tis not my preſent 
Buſineſs to conſider; tis true there are ſome Things 
peculiar in the Government of ſeveral religious 
Societies, ariſing from the differing Views: which 
Bodies of Men, as well as particular Perſons ha 
of Things; but there is one Rule which ſeems to 
be univerſal, vin. That the Members of each Socie- 
ty muſt ſo far agree as to Principles, Profeſſion and 
Practice, that one part of the Body may not de- 
ſtroy the other, or advance Doctrines reflecting 
Diſhonour on their great Lord and Founder. And 
as a Church is a worſhiping Aſſembly, tis neceſſary, to 
prevent Confuſion, that there ſhould be an Agree- 
ment, at leaſt in ſome Things relating to the Object 
of Morſbip, or thoſe neceſſary Ingredients in religi- 
ous Exerciſes, without which there can be no 
"true worſhip, but inſtead of it an Afﬀront is offer d 
to the Divine Majelty; thus far Uniformity may 
eaſily be defended. Bur tis not my preſent . De- 
ſign to enquire how much tarther it may be ex- 
tended, eſpecially as to Things of an indifferent 
Nature; tho* 'tis far from being an indifferent 
Thing for a Church to profeſs their giving equal, 
Divine Honour to the Futber, Sn, and Spirit: For 
this is contain'd in its original Conſtitution, and is 
included in all its relig.ous Exerciſes; ſo that 
without it, they are all unacceptable to Ged. 
Ir vill therefore follow from hence, that it 
has power to demand a Prafeſſion of Faith, as a 
Term of Communion which Perſons ought to 
comply with, or deſiſt from deſiring that Pr. vilege; 
unleſs, contrary to all the Laws of Sciety; they 
would claim that without Conſent, Which, as was 
hinted, is founded in ir. And to deny them this 
Privilege for want ot their Compliance v Pan 
erms 
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Terms thereof can no more be call'd Impofition, 


than any one's refuſal to admit another into his 
Family whoſe Temper is diſagreeable to it. | 
Ix it be objected that we ought not to make 
Terms of Communion which Chriſt has not made, 
and that to aſſert him to be God equal with the Fu- 
#her'is one of theſe Terms, I anſwer, this is to ſup- 
pole that the Doctrine of the Trinity is not a Funda- 
mental Article of Faith, which my delign'd Brevity 
admits me not to enquire into. It is enough, to ſup- 
por my preſent Argument, to ſuppoſe that a Church 

zelieves'1t ſo, which may have the Liberty of judg- 
ing for it ſelt; and if any, who are otherwiſe mind- 
ed, form Svcieties built on other Principles, we pre- 
tend not to lay any reſtraint on them in this Mat- 
ter, tho bound conſiſtently with our own, to con- 
clude, that ſuch Societies would not be agreeable 
to the Original Pattern of Churches in the pureſt 
Ages. | 
Tuus concerning Conditions of Communion im- 
pos d on thoſe who deſire it; but the Caſe 2 
probably ſeem ſomewhat diftering when appli 
to thoſe' who are Members of a religious S ciety. 
For it will be ſaid that they being abſolutely poſ- 
Fels'd of that Privilege, no new Terms are to be 
impos' d on them, tor then an Account of their 
Faith might be demanded every Week, which 
uould alſo imply a Jealouſy of their Stedfaſtneſs 
therein. a 

To this it may be reply'd, that where a Con- 

dition is Moral, and the Privilege ſuſpended on it, 
has always the ſame reference hereunto as it had 
at firſt, tis not the performing it once that Enti- 
tles to the Privilege, but a Continuancè therein is 
neceſſary to the conſtant Enjoy ment thereof. For 
tis not like a Perſon's performing ſome Conditi- 
on Arbitrarily impos d, or giving a valuable Conſide- 
ration for a thing in a Way of commutative Juſtice 


025 
as if he purchaſes an Eſtate, he can be laid under uo 
other Condition, to be conrinu'd in the quiet. 
Poſſeſſion thereof: But when any one is admitted 
a Member of a Society, on Condition he gives 
ſome proot of his being worthy of it, that S.ciety 
hath liberty to demand freſh Satisfaction, or to ex- 
clude him — their Number, if they have Ground 
to ſuſpect that either he deceiv'd them at firſt, or 
is not the ſame Man that once he was. This is 
agreeable to the Laws of Society in General, and if it 
was not allowable in religious Societies, there could 
be no excluding any one from em, tho' it were 
for the vilet Crimes, which contain a not adher- 
ing to the Conditions on which” he was at firſt 
admitted. * 4. 

I know no Objection that can be made to this, 
unleſs it be, that hereby a Church incurrs the 
Charge of Cenſoriouſneſs, and lays a Foundation of 
endleſs Suſpicions, which would prove deſtructive 
to it ſelt. 

To this, I anſwer, that my Argument, rather 
concerns the common Rights of Churches, than de+ 
clares what 1s their frequent Practice. God forbid, 
that there ſhould be Occaſion to reduce this into 
daily Practice; but yet there may be juſt Ground 

of Jealouſy or Suſpicion with reſpect to particular 
Members, as deviating from the Fundamental Arti- 
cles of Faith, as well as with reſpect to Enormities in 
Converſation: For that is equally a Breach of the 
Original Contract, which was the Foundation of 
their Union. 

TIsõ leads me to conſider the Caſe of Mini- 
ſters, who prelide in relig ious Societies; tis not to be 
ſuppos'd they are accountable to none but God, 
for that includes in it, a greater Inſtance of mpo- 
ſition then Creed-making it ſell. Ard 'tis certain, 
that the Overſight of a particular Church, is devo!- 
ved upon them by matual Conſent ; accordingly tis 

D well 
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well known to be the conſtant Practice of Diſſene- | 
ing Churches, firſt to hear and then to chuſe their 
, Miniſters, And ſurely one great End of hearing 
them is, that Satisfaction may thereby be attain'd, 
that he, who is propos'd to their Choice, embraces 
that Faith which they have been taught, and deſire 
ſtill to be confirm d in. This is the tacit Conditi- | 
on of his Election, and it they happen to be mi- 
ſtaken with relation to him, which is not impoſſi- 
ble, ſince a Miniſter may conceal his Sentiments, 
till a convenient Opportunity offers to divulge 
them; Is this miſtake on their fide irretrievable ? 
Or ſuppoſe he turns aſide from the Faith he once 
pProfeſt and preach'd, is there no Remedy left? If 
ſo, how eaſily might all the Churches be turn d 
afide from him who call d them to another Goſpel, 
$$ or at leaſt thoſe among them, who are leſs capa- 
2 ble of diſtinguiſhing Pruth from Error. If there- / \ 
ol fore ſuch Miniſters are diſmiſs'd from_ Churches; 
= there is herein no greater Inſtance of Impofition on 
the Church's Side, than there was before on its Mini- 
ſter s in not diſcovering at firſt what they were. 
But this ſeems not to come into the Charge of Im- 
poſition; for it would be an Infringment on the 
noble Principle of Liberty, which is maintain'd on 
both Sides. | 
Ax this leads us to conſider the Caſe of Mi- 
niſters, endeavouring to conceal their Senſe of ſome : 
of the greateſt Doctrines of Chriſtianity, from the 
People under their immediate Care. I can't men- | 
tion this Suppoſition without ſome regret; for if 
they don't think fit to oblige others with an Ac- 
count of their Faith, their Gal and Character, as 
Miniſters, leads them to be Open and Free in ex- 
plaining their Sentiments to their People, x ho have 
the greateſt right to it of any in the World ; nei- 
ther can I ſee how they may be ſaid to declare the 
"whole Counſel of God, if they avoid to mention ſome 
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of the moſt Important Doctrines of Religion, or at 
leaſt leave their Hearers as much in doubt about 
the Senſe of thoſe Scriptures, in which they are 
contain'd as they were before. If this be any 
part of the Senſe of that Advice lately given to 
all whom it may Concern. © That Miniſters ſhould 
« inſiſt moſt” on thoſe Things, wherein Chriſtians 
are generally agreed, but more ſparingly on thoſe 
« in which good Men do, or may differ“; I 
hope, God will not give his Miniſters up- toſuch 
a time-ſerving lukewarm Spirit as to follow it. 
For whereas tis hard to determine what thoſe 
Things are, ſo it is certain that all are not gene- 
rally agreed about the Doctrine of the Trinity; but 
God forbid that it ſhould be either paſt over 
in ſilence, or inſiſted on in ſuch a Way, as tho 
- we were afraid to diſoblige, or *twas an indiffe- 
rent matter whether it was believed or not. What 
is this but to ſtand the Shot of an Enemy, with- 
out endeavouring ſelf Defence? Can we reaſona- 
bly ſuppoſe, if the Arians and Socinians thought 
it a fit time to diſcover their Errors, f. e. it the 
People ſhould be prepar'd to receive them, that 
they would inſiſt more ſparinely on thoſe Things 
| Wherein they differ from as; and what a Tenden- 
cy ſuch a Method of preaching would have to 
haſten that time, I leave the World to judge. 

Bur that the State of the Queſtion, may be 
conſider'd in a differing View, from what has been 
already ſuggeſted, we will conſider the Charge bf 
deviating from the Faith, to be-contain'd prin- 
cipally in Suſpicion, All mult grant that Fealoufies 
are often founded either in Inorance or Prejudice 
therefore we mult conlider, whether this be only 


the Charge of a fiag/? Perſon, or if it be publick and 
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(28) 
almoſt Univerſal; if the former, the Perſon is ac- 
countable to the Church, where the Matter may 
be iſſu'd if the Accuſer be a Member of it, or is 
willing to ſubmit to their impartial Determinati- 
on whom it very much concerns. But if the Suſ- 
picion be more publick, then the Church ought to 


- enquire into the Merits of the Cauſe, not only for 


their own Satisfaction, but that they may be in a 
Capacity either of defending the accuſed Party if it 
appears that he is herein ij ur d, or aſſerting the 
Truth againſt him if the Syſpicien is prov'd to be 


Juſt; and this cant be effectually done, it he ſtill 


reſolves to be upon the Reſerve, and yet com- 
plains of Impoſition and Perſecution, when on- 
ly ask'd what his Senſe is of thoſe Doctrines on 
which the Charge depends. If he thinks fit to 
explain himſelf, which is all we contend for, then he 
will not think ſuch a Practice without Exception 
the Reſult of a criminal Impoſition: But if he re- 
fuſes to give this eaſy and reaſonable Satisfattion in 
ſuch an emergent Cafe, he muſt not blame the 
World, if they conclude from hence, that he ei- 
ther has too little Regard to that which we call 
the Truth or elſe deſires to be thought to believe 
thoſe contrary Doctrines, which notwithſtanding 
he accounts it a Crime to be tax'd with. | 
I might further add, that this Profeſſion of our 
Sentiments in the grear Dotirines of Chriſtianity, is 
or our on Vindication when 

Things are brought to the utmoſt Extremity; 
But it is a Duty more eſpecially incumbent on them 
who have the Over/ight of a Church, and are there- 
fore highly concern'd to uſe all Endeavours to 


promote its further Advarces in rhe*Knowledge 


of the Truth. And certainly this is not a Matter 
of the leaſt Importance, but I ſee no way how this 
can be ſecur'd, where ſeeking the Law at the Prieſt's 
Mouth, who isthe Meſſenger of the Lord, to uſe the 
Ver C 


(20 | 
Prophetsphraſe* is call'd Inpoſition, and Compliance 
therewith, a being an Encourager, and Abettor 
thereof. In this Caſe therefore I humbly conceive 
the Cauſe of Creeds may be defended, viz. when I 
am oblig'd to fignity my Faith to thoſe who have a 
Right to demand, and are immediately concern'd 

in the Knowledge of it. | 

Bur that we may extend this Matter beyond 
the Limits of a Church, and conſider the Cha 

of Impoſition, as brought by one Miniſter againſt 
another, which, is not the Caſe of a religious So- 
ciety, but of Friends and Brethren who are alto- 
gether unarm'd, not having ſo much as the Power 
of Excommunication.; how much ſoever this has 
been uſurp'd by Syzods of old, theſe ſtand on a Le- 
vel, their Intereſts ſeparate, and they are no far- 
ther dependent on one another than in thoſe things 
in which almoſt all may be ſaid to be dependent, 
viz. in what reſpects common Fuſtice to their mu- 
tual Character, or the occational Advantage of 
Converſation ; the latter of theſe is not ſuſpended on 
any other Condition than that which tends to make 
the thing it ſelf agreeable ; this has no regard to 
Orthodoxy, tor there is a Duty which we owe to 
Men, as Men without the leaſt Conſideration of 
em, as holding the ſame Faith with our ſelves. 
And as for the other Condition, taken from the 
Obligation we are under to do Juſtice to the Cha- 
racer of our Brethren, this I confeſs is of large 
extent, in which I ought to treat em as carrying 
on the ſame common Intereſt, preaching the ſame 
Goſpel, and muſt therefore think all Reproaches 
caſt on them no leſs deſerving my Reſentment, 
than if they immediately rench'd my ſelf. In par- 
ticular, if they are charg'd with having turn'd a- 
fide from the Faith to the Ariaz Hereſy, I am to 
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(39) | 
endeavour to vindicate them, ſuppoſing I know it to 
be a Calumny, with the ſame ſame Zeal as tho” I 
my ſelf was charg'd ; but this from the Nature of 
the thing can't be done without knowing their 
Sentiments. | 

Ix it be objected; that tis not our immediate 


. Concern to know the Faith of thoſe who may be- 


lieve what they pleaſe without involving s in the 
Guilt thereof, | | 
To this the Anſwer is very natural and eaſy, 
that if there was ground to ſuſpect that any ſuch 
Overture would be reckon'd officious, or give diſ- 
turbance to . thoſe who are deſirous to conceal = 
themſelves, or that unfriendly Complaints would 
be made of Jnjuries, Impoſition, and Perſecution, 


where nothing can be more remote from our In- 


tention, or diſagreable to our Inclination; it would 
be expedient, and certainly more agreeable not to 
urge any diſpleaſing Method, where no private 
Advantage could be deſign d. But it is im- 


poſſible to render that undone which is complain d 


of, tho” one would think it not very difficult to ex- 
tinguiſh- the Flame kindled, if Men would give 
way to their calmer Thoughts, eſpecially if the 
Matter was fairly debated ; for it is ſtrange to 
think that they who are Maſters of the Argument 


on each Side, ſhould ſo widely differ as that the 
one ſhould imagine there is Foundation for the vi- 


leſt Charge of Injuries not to be nam'd amongſt 
Chriſtians, while the other apprehends that there 
is not the leaſt ſhadow of Argument to ſupport it. 
I ſhall therefore take leave to hint a few things 
which I hope will be reckon'd a Vindication from 
the Imputation of Perſecution by impartial Judges. 

Tux firſt thing to be conſider'd is, that my 
making a publick Declaration of my Faith, does 
not always carry in it the Nature of Impoſition, 
tho I have Reaſon to conjecture that many will 
nor 
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not join with me therein. This all will grant who 
make a Profeſſion of Religion in general, which 
the greateſt Part of Mankind diſapprove of. A- 
gain, if this be done in an Aſſembly met together 
by conſent, it does not ſo much alter the Caſe as 
that the former ſhould be warrantable, the other a 
Perſecution; and it the Farm of doing it contains 
in it ſomthing foreign to the firſt Deſign of their 
Meeting, the moſt that can be made ot it, is only 
a Breach of Order. But if any unforeſeen Acci- 
derit occurs which would render it neceſſary to de- 
fire that it may be put to the Vite whether the {ſ- 
ſembly will make a Profeſſ:on of their Faith, it can 
hardly be reckon'd a Breach ef Order; nor is it an 
Impoſition, to deſire or demand that a Queſtion of 
this Nature be put, ſince every Member has 4 
Right to propoſe it, and much more a conſiderable 
Number. It is true ſuch a Queſtion may be put 
and paſs'd in the Negative, and then the only 
Reliet would be either ſubmiſſion or proteſting ; 
but it the Queſtion is demanded and denied, the 
Laws of Society are broken: And therefore tis no 
crime as I apprehend to withdraw. to make ſuch a 
Declaration which I am not otherwiſe allow'd to 
do. Thus far there is no Inpoſition or Perſecution 
in the leaſt; the principal Foundation of the Charge 
conſiſts, according to the Report of common Fame, 
and occaſional Complaints, whether by Word or 
Writing, either in what is an Jajury to the Divine 
Majeſty as afluming the Prerogative of dealing 
with Conſcience, in a Way peculiar to Himſelf, and 
ſetting up our own Faith as the infallible Rule and 
Standard of azother's, and thereby leflening the 
Authority of Scripture ; or elſe in deſigning to ſet a 
Mark of Diſtinction on thoſe who are otherwiſe 
minded, that they may by this Means be known 
by the odious Character of Ariaus. As to the 
Former of theſe, were there the leaſt Colour tor it; 
it 
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(32) 5 
it would lay us under the Guilt of aſurping the 
Prerogative of God, as well as impoſing on Men. 
And indeed this is improv'd againſt us in ſuch a 
Way, as tho' 'twas Matter of Fact; ſo that we are 
charg d with caſting Contempt on Divine Reve- 
lation, in forcing our own Sentiments with the 
Terrour of Perſecutors, and torturing Men's Con- 
ſciences after the Way of the Inquiſition. I his is a 
heavy Charge: But I am altogeher at a Loſs to 


. underſtand, how it can be concluded from a Deſire 


to know by Vote (which is the moſt expeditious 
Way in large Bodies, and ſuch as carries in it leſs 
of perſonal Diſcrimination) Whether others are 
conſenting to that Declaration of Faith which we 
may think expedient to be made, that ſo it may be 
deem'd, the Aci f the Aſſembly? and this is all 
that can be pretended to be done in this Court of 
Inquiſitiun. Had we indeed addre(s'd our ſelves to 
particular Perſons, and finding them upon the Re- 
{erve, attempted to gxtort a Declaration of their Faith 
by Methods of Threatning or Violence, there might 
be ſome Reaſon for the Charge; but can any 
thing be more foreign to Truth, and indeed leſs 
believ'd by thoſe, to the Warmth of whoſe Tem- 
per rather than their more mature Thoughts, it is 
to be aſcrib d? As to the other Part of the Charge, 
as tho* we had done ſomething to leſſen the Au- 
thority of Scripture Revelation, this is founded on a 
general Propoſition, That whoſoever profeſſes his 
Faith, or deſires others to do it in any beſides ex- 
preſs Words of Scripture, tho? it be by juſt Conſe- 
quences deduc'd from it, detracts from its Autho- 
rity, and ſets up his own Explication, as tho? of 
equal Authority, Credit and Importance, there- 
with ; But there is a vaſt Difference between Aſ- 
ſerting and Proving: We wait for an Attempt of 
this Nature, on which the whole Cauſe ſeems to 
depend ; and if evinc'd by ſufficient Arguments, 

Will 
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will be more convincing than whole Vollies of 

Raillery, where that Victory is unfairly obtain d. 
Ir is no reflection on Scripture to prefeſs that 
we believe ſome Doctrines which are no other than 
Deductions from it, otherwiſe to pretend to give 
the Senſe thereof, is to caſt Conrempt on it. 
This I ſuppoſe will be allow'd, and therefore TI 
add that ſubſcribing to what we believe, differs but in 
a very ſmall Circumſtance from a verbal Declaration 
thereof. And if this be done publickly, it favours 
no more of Impoſition, than if done privately in 
occalional Converſation, unleſs the World's know- 
ing what we be eive is the only thing that renders 
it Criminal. And why any ſhould think ſo who 
| would reckon it an intolerable Inſtance of Slander 
and Cenſoriouſneſs, to ſay that this is not theit 
conſtant Buſineſs every time they preach the Goſ- 
pel, I can't underſtand. Again to deſire to know 
whether another underſtands any Scripture in the 
ſame Senſe with my ſelf does not in the leaſt Ar- 
gue that I judge my Reaſoning from Scripture to 
e infallible; or that the Conſequence, as far as it is 
mine, is of the ſame Authority with the Text from 
whence tis drawn: For to pretend to this, would 
be an inſtance of Arrogance, and no leſs criminal 
than Impoſition. I ſpeak not of Conſequences drawn 
from Scripture which are ſuppos'd to be juſt ; for 
ſo far as they are ſo, they are of equal Authority 
with Scripture, and every one who believes them 
to be ſo, 1s bound to pay the ſame regard to them 
as to the Premiſes from whence they are deduc'd. 
Tis would be neceſſary to be inſiſted on, did my 
argument lead me to vindicate the Truth of the 
Words in which we deciar'd our Faith, but my 
deſign at preſent is to vindicate the Action it ſelf 
from the Charge of Impofition, rather than the 
Doctrine from the Charge ot Heterodoxy, tho few, or 
I hope none of our Brethren on the other _ 
E 0 
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1 (34) 
of the Queſtion, will think there is any need of ſuch 
a Vindication from any Objection which they 
make againſt it. But as to what concerns the 
Impofing hereof, this is call'd an aſſuming to our 
ſelves a Sovereignty over the Conſciences of others, 
which indeed is the only unwarrantable Idea 
in  Creed-making : And will our Brethren ſay, that 
what was done in their Company contain'd a poſi- 
tive Demand of their Belief of that Doctrine? Was 
not that rather ſuppos d in deſiring that they would 
declare their Faith? It would have been moſt cenſori- 
ous to ſuppoſe they did not believe it, and would not 
have anſwer'd the main Deſign of the Propoſal, if we 
had thought ſo; or had we demanded their Belief 
of this Doctrine, this would have been prepoſterous 
without attempting the Proof thereof. Our Con- 
duct therefore mult be reſolv d into the Dictates 
of Prudence, and a Deſire to proceed with greater 
unanimity with them in what might be for the 
Honour of God and good of others rather than to 
impoſe on them. 
Object. Bu r it will be objected, we make our 
Sentiments about the Doctrine of the Trinity a 
Teſt of Truth and Orthodoxy, which is equivalent 
to a ſetting our own Authority on a level with 
Scripture. | | | 
- Anſw. TxUTH and Orthodoxy are convertible 
Terms, and that which is a Teſt of one, muſt be 
ſo of the other. But we may uiſtinguiſn between 
an Action's being a 20% hereof abſolutely conſider d, 
and a Teſt or Indication of my own Sentiments, or 
what I call Truth, ſuppoſing and making large A- 
batements for the Fallibility of my own reaſoning. 
The former of theſe was never pretended to, nor 
can be inferr'd from any Circumſtance attending 
our Conduct: And as for the latter, it is ſo far 
from being an inſtance of poſition, that we are 
not juſt to our ſelves or others, and cannot be 
| reckon'd 
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reckon'd ſincere Aſſerters of Truth without it, in 
any inſtance thereof. 1 10 
Bur that which 1s principally intended in this 
Objection, is that we make our own explications of 
Scripture, a Teſt of the Truth, or Orthodoxy of others, 
as tho all were oblig'd to believe as we do. 
T o which it may be reply'd, that if my explica- 
tion of any particular Doctrine is deſign'd to be a 
Teſt of the Orthodoxy of others, i. e. of their thinking 
and ſpeaking agreably to what I call the Mind of 
God in his Word, whereby it will appear that we 
in our Sentiments relating thereunto, this is 
certainly no Crime, for how can conſent, in any inſtance, 
be known without a mutual Declaration of our Ser- 
timents : Or ſuppoſe I firſt believe a Doctrine con- 
tain'd in Scripture my ſelf, and then ask another 
whether he is of the ſame Mind, this comply'd 
with, is a Teſt of our mutual Agreement, but con- 
tains not the leaſt ſhadow of Imprſition or pretence to 
infalliibility, neither is it an obliging him to believe 
as I do, but only a Deſire to know whether he 
does ſo or no. And ſuppoſe we diſagree in our 
Sentiments, if I content my ſelf, without uſing 
any coercive Methods to bring him to be of my 
Mind, with this Reflection, that ſo far as I have 
Truth on my Side, I can't but judge him Hete- 
rodox as deviating trom it, and that his Etror is 
dangerous agreably to the Importance 'of the 
Truth . I ſay if in. both theſe, I pretend 
only to judge for my ſelf or agreably to my own 
way of thinking, how can this be liable to the 
Imputation of offering any Hardſhip or [mpofirion 
on another, | 
T nus concerning the Charge of Inpoſition, as 
containing in it a making Pretenſions to an Autho- 
rity over the Conſciences of others, or ſetting 
up our own Pertormance in comperition with 
Scripture, But there is one Thing more alledg'd 
E 2 againſt 
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againſt us, viz. that we deſign'd by our Conduct, to 
ſet a mark of Diſtinfion on thoſe who ſhould re- 
fuſe to come into the ſame Meaſures of Subſcrip- 
tion. This Charge I could not but mention, becauſe 
ſome think it ſo juſt and defenſible, that they won- 
der at our Obſtinacy in refuſing to fall under the 
Weight thereof; and indeed, as the former gives 
the World an Idea of us as guilty of Profaneneſs ; 
this contains in it Immorality, eſpecially when im- 
prov d in ſuch a Way, as the exaſperated Paſſions 
of Men are apt to do ſuppos'd injuries. They 
who alledge that we deſgu d hereby to ſet a mark 
of Diſtinction on our Brethren, as tho* we had ſome 
baſe and malicious End to anſwer, have an extra- 
ordinary task on their Hands to make good their 
Allegations, which can't be done without prying 
znto our very thoughts, and diſcovering Things 
which never had the leaſt place there. | 
Bur ſuppoſe, this is rather charg'd on us, as what 
ſome apprehend to hav been the known Tendency 
of our Action. This deſerves our particular Con- 
ſideration. Actions tis true, may be render'd bad 
by their foreſeen Conſequences; but can that 
which is altogether Accidental, and Depends only 
on the Suppoſition of a Thing which might never 
happen, be ſaid to have that Weight, ſo as to make 
what was done by us criminal. I think I may juſt- 
' ly call it Conditional and Accidental, for how could 
we be ſure that all our Brethren would not have 
come into the ſame Meaſures with us, till the Mat- 
ter was propos d and entertain'd with Diſlike ? And 
even then we were not ſure that they who at firſt 
oppos'd it, would not be prevail'd on by thoſe Ar- 
guments which were convincing to us, to lay aſide 
their firſt reſolve. CER 5 

Bur ſuppoſing this was a vain Expectation and 
the Thing had been morally impoſſible, can our 
Ferſiſting herein be ſuppos d to have a direct Tenden- 

— . Cy . 
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cy to faſten the- Charge of Arianiſm, on all but 
thoſe who were on our {ide of the Queſtion ? this 
can't be fairly deduc'd from our procedure there- 
in. And that no ſuch Charge was deſign'd by us, 
appears from explicit Profeſſions, then made to 
the contrary as well as an open Atteſtation that we 
had another deſign in View, viz. The clearing 
our ſelves as 2 Body from that imputation, which, 
tho* founded only in Suſpicion, is of ſuch a Nature 
as ought not to remain upon us a Moment, if tis in 
our Power to remove it; and what expedient could 
be more eligible than that which was moſt publick, 
eſpecially ſince the ſurmis'd Offence was like to be 
ſo? We were all herein oblig'd to ſtand or fall 
together, for Calumny would have made no di- 
ſtinction, neither would it be generally known who 
had printed or preach'd againſt thoſe Errors. 

MartrTzrs being thus circumſtantiated, how 
can it be reckon'd a Crime to profeſs our Faith in 
the Dottrine of the Trinity, in Words not only agree- 
ing with all the Reformed Churches, but with almoſt 
the whole - Chriſtian H/orld, in Words which we 
had all paid ſuch a Deference, to, and given 
ſuch Ground to ſuppoſe we believ'd as is con- 
. tain'd in our making a Protefſion thereof on other 
Occaſions. To ſay therefore, that the thing it ſelf 
contains a Brand on any, 1s to ſuppoſe that ſome 
will not profeſs their Faith therein, and if the World 
from thence inter, whether juſtly or not, I will not 
determine, that foine of em do not believe the 
Doctrine, we leave them to account for this, and 
cannot but think, that this inſinuation contains in 
it a greater Inſtance of /njury and Impefition, than 
can be proved from any part of our Conduct to- 
wards em. 

Moreover, 'tis plain that the Action complain d 
of had not in it ſelf a Tendency to caſt the Odium 
above mention'd, on all who herein — 
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(38) 
from hence; becauſe the World 
ight aſcribe their refuſal to join with us herein 
to ſome other Reaſon, rather than not holding the 
ſame Faith. Give me leave, in Defence of my Ar- 
gument, to ſuppoſe that by ſome, it may be attribu- 
7 % 


from us, as a 


ted to a ſii Temper, which no Arguments taken 
from the Expediency of the Thing propos d could 

vail upon, unleſs they were convinc'd (which 
tis plain they were not) that the whole Manage- 
ment was free from Inpoſition. And might they 
not hereupon think themſelves liable, ſhould they 


have comply'd with us, to the hateful Charge of 
being Impoſers and Perſecutors, from a ſmall number 


themſelves, who would ſtill diſſent from 
them? Theſe would be laid open to the reproach 
of Arianiſm without having any Companions in the 


Charge, whoſe Reputation was more eſtabliſh'd to 


bear them thro* it; therefore ſome will be ready 
to think (I mention this only for Argument's ſake) 
that many choſe rather to be partners in Cenſure 
then to deſert a few of their Brethren in this exi- 


gency, which brings to my mind the Compliment 


which Milton * ſuppoſes Adam paid to Eve, when 
perceiving her firſt in the Tranſgreſſion, he łnou- 
ingly involved himſelf in the ſame Guilt, that ſhe 
might not be alone therein. 

Bu r if it be a diſparagement, not to be ſup- 


pos d, that they ſhould value a Reproach ſo ill 


grounded, let me further add, that others will aſ- 
cribe their refuſal to the vaſt extent of their Charity 
as it is fit that they who were then giving Advice 
againſt Cenſoriouſneſs ſhould be moſt remote them- 
ſelves from that Vice. In fine many would con- 


clude and not without Ground, that ſome who be- 


lieved the Doctrine of the Trinity but refus'd to ſig- 
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nify their Faith therein, had not the ſame regard 


to the Importance of it as others have: For tis 
one thing to believe a Doctrine to be true, another 
thing to ſuppoſe the Belief thereof neceſſary to 
Salvation. The only reaſon why, I ſuppoſe, the 
World might put this Conſtruction on the refuſal 
of our Brethren to my e that it 
might appear, that the equence above men- 
tion d is juſt, viz. That we could not by our Ac- 
tion neceſſarily impoſe the Brand of Arianiſm on 
thoſe who retus d to join with us, fince it might 
admit of another Interpretation, and if fo, it is un- 
reaſonable for them to found ſo heavy a Charge on 
our Conduct herein. 

Bur this will further appear if it be conſider d, 
that we had other Inducements which render d our 
Conduct neceflary ; the Circumſtances of Affairs 
requir'd it, ſince not only dangerous Errors were 
maintain'd by many with a great deal of Warmth, 
and ſuch Explications of the Doctrine of the Trinity 
had been given of late in many printed Books, which 
are not only contrary to, but ſubverſive of the 
Faith which we have been taught, and ought al- 
ways to adhere to: But the Diſlenters were report- 
ed by ſome in a Way of boaſt; by others with — 

8 tO 


and reproach, to give in to them. It is needle 


enquire what were the ſecret Springs of this Report, 
and indeed, who can account for common Fame? 
However, the number of thoſe who were concern- 
ed in it was ſo ſmall, that a Propoſal to make a 
Declaration of our Faith in the Doctrine of the Trini- 
ty would then have ſeem'd needleſs, tho' it ought 
never to be rejected when defign'd to anſwer a 
valuable End: Yet this gave Occaſion to feveral 
Miniſters to eſtabliſn the Minds of their People in 
the preſent Truth, and at the ſame time Eri 
them that they were not involy'd in the growing 
Cenſure. 

THr1s 


(40) 
Tus was the Poſture of Affairs, when a Pa- 
per call d Advices for Peace, &c. was firſt recom- 
mended to our Peruſal, the Hiſtory of the Riſe and 
Progreſs whereof, I had rather others ſhould give 
if needful, than my ſelf, for it cannot be grateful 
to call to mind the fr ſpring of our * 68 un- 
happy Differences. Whether our Brethrens Reaſons 
for ſigning them, or ours for refuſing, are juſt, they 
will be able to judge who have read the Authentic 
Account with its Anſwer. I ſhall only add, that if 
one Reaſon urg'd againſt proceeding in the, Advi- 
ces had been receiv'd agreably to its Weight, viz. 
that ſince they had already occaſion'd ſo much 
t uneaſineſs among our ſelves, we could entertain 
& no reaſonable hope that they would have any 
better Effect with reſpect to thoſe for whom they 
« were deſign d', I ſay, had this been duly con- 
ſider d, our Hands had not been weaken'd, nor 
our affections towards one another cool'd, as they 
ſeem to be at this Day. Whether theſe Heads of 
Advice, gave juſt Occaſion to the Charge of favour- 
ing the Arian Cauſe, I ſhall not enquire : But it is 
certain ſome have thought ſo, and this increas'd 
their former Fealozfies, But more eſpecially the 
Refuſal by a Majority of Votes to inſert in them a 
Declaration of our Faith concerning the Doctrine of 
the Trinity, encreas'd the Suſpicion of Arianiſm 
againſt the Body of London Miniſters to ſuch a De- 
ee, that we cou'd not but think it neceſſary to 
make a publick Declaration of our Faith, tho' we 
had not the Satisfaction of the Concurrence of 
many of our Brethren therein. If theſe Jealouſies 
were real (how ill grounded ſoever we may ſup- 
poſe them to have been) our Conduct is juſtified ; 
and that they were ſo, I leave any one to judge 
who took Occaſion about that time to make this 
Affair the Subject matter of Converſation. 0 
F 


1 


| . (0497 7m 
Ix notwithſtanding all this, we are charg d 
with, the Cuil of all the Conſequent Evils which 
have enſued; the only Reply which I need make 
is, that we could not. be ſuppoſed to know be- 
fore-hand chat our Brethren would not think them- 
ſelves, cqually. concern d herein with 2 or that 
they would put a worſe Conſtruction on it then 
what we thought Charity. oblig d them to do, or 
retain, the, leaſt doubt whether the ſame Regard 
was had herein to them as to our ſelves. And I 
humbly conceive no one will pretend that Things 
e as that any one could de- 
termine before hand that thoſe. on the ane fiae of 
the Queltion would join with, him in Jubſorhin 
any more than thoſe on the other, unleſs we, coulc 
be ſuppos d to know the Sentiments of many whom 
probably we had never convers d with, or ſeen be- 
tore this unhappy Occaſion... Therefore the Streſs 
of this whole matter ſeems to lie in this, that they 
who have the leaſt Reaſon on their fide; mult bear 
the Weight of this Charge: It a Declaration of our 
Faith was not neceſſary, we were exceedingly to 
blame in inſiſting ſo much on it, but if it appears 
that it was; then I preſume ſome will think them 
blame - worthy, who not only refus'd to comply 
here with, but conclude themſelves injur d by what 
others thought their indiſpenfible Duty. 
Ix the Sabject Marter, or Words, in which. we 
declar'd our Faith has any place in the Charge of 
1 Impofition, as their arguing ſeems to Import Who are 
for declaring in no other than expreſs Words of Scrip- 
ture: I may take leave to add, that then there 
Vas no need of any other Profeſſion of Faith, than 
hat is contain d in our acknowledging the Scrip- 
tures to be the Vord of God, and Conſequently, 
that they are of infalible Verity. But ſince a De- 
claration of our Faith muſt contain an Explication of 
it, or a ſignif) ing what we * to 2 
3.1 | Fe 
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ſo free and open in declaring whether they believe 
the Sox to be no more than à meer Creature, who 
might not have been, or if it was the Divine 
Pleaſure, might be annihilated, and according to 
the Conſtitution of his Nature, is capable of Vice 
as well as Virtue, tho? all theſe Things neceſſarily 
follow from other Things which they hold in com- 
mon with Arius, and in particular from his being 
as they aſſert Dependent on the Father in all Things. 
- AN@THER Thing in which ſome Modern Mri- 
ters ſeem to explain their Sentiments a little differ- 
ing rom Arius is, that they deny that there was 
the leaſt Point of Time in which the Son was not, 
the Difference between em ſeems to be this, that 


Arius thought it an Abſurdity to ſpeak of a Per- 


ſon's Fug the Effect of the Sovereign Will or 
Power of God, whoſe Being was therefore arbitrary, 

and yet that he was without Beginning, 'or properly 
from all Eternity, in the ſame Senſe as the Father 
was, Arius knew this to be an indefenſible Poſi- 


| tion, and therefore denied it; but thoſe in the New 


Scheme have taken the Burden of the Proof hereof, 


but never acquitted themſelves to the leaſt Degree 


of Satisfaction; they had therefore better have ſpoke 
plain, and concluded' as their Premiſes lead to it, 
that the Son was not properly from all Eternity. 

As for the Holy Spirit, they call him in Scripture- 
Words, the Sancti er, Inſpirer of the Prophets, 
Comforter, &c. but wou'd have us conclude, that they 
deny him to be true and proper God, ſince they chal- 
lenge us to produce any Scripture which declares 
him to be ſp. And what is this but in Effect to ſay, 
as. Arius does, that he is the & Creature, tlo they 
don't think fit to enter ſo far into his Explication 
or Mode of Speaking. 

Moxtov:s, if we confider Arius's Sen ſe of thoſe 
Scriptures on whica his Scheme is founded, we 
may obſerve an exact Harmony between _ and 

ome 


2. * 


. 
fome Modern Writers. A few Inſtances of this 
Nature are ſufficient. Arius inſers from John xvii. 
3. that the Father is the only true God, as contra 
diſtinguiſh'd from the Sn“; and from Matth. xix. 
17. that the Father and Son are diſtintt Beings t, ſince 
the Father alone is eſſentially and independently 
Good ; and from Marth. xx. 23. he argues, that the 
Son had no Authority but what he receiv/d from the 
Father **, ſpeaking of him as God in his Senſe of 
the Word; and from Luke xxii. 42. he argues, that 
the Father and Son are not of the ſame Eflence, be- 
cauſe they have not the ſame Mil ff ; and that John 
xiv. 10. I 'am in the Father, &c. argues no more 
than a Conſent of Wil in two Perſons of different 
Natures fl. Ho far this agrees with the Expli- 
cation of theſe Texts contain'd in ſome Modern 
Writings, I leave any one to judge, who is con- 
verſant in them. | ] 
Sous have ſuppos'd the New' Scheme differs as 
much from Arius's, as the Sentiments of Euſebius 
Biſhop of Ceſarea are ſuppos'd to have done; there- 
fore they are content to be call'd Euſebians rather 
than Arians, This Learned Writer has been 
claim'd by each Side, thus an ancient Hiſtorian * | 
vindicates him from the Charge of Arianiſm ; ſo 
does a very Learned Modern Writer f. And there 
are ſome Things which he aſſerts, whirh ſeem to 
determine the Matter on that Side; thus when he 
calls Chriſt d, Ye y i²˙ ' the natural, proper, 
or genuine Son of God : And adds, that he is d rebede, 
originally God, a Word ſcarce us'd by him elſe- 
Where, which Valeſius thinks ſufficient of itſelf to 
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* Fpipb. Har. 69. G31. Thid. X 
ef op $0." 
* tc, Hiſt, Ed Lib 2, Cap. 21, 

Caves Diſſert. de Euſeb. Arrianiſm, &c, 
* EA. Higt, Eccl, Lib. 10, Cap. 4 
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her bim fn the Calumny of Alanin. 


A his Generation, Dignity, aud Nature as ineff able. 


£46) 


ſeems. very;exprels in aſierting the Eternity of Chriſt, 


and accordingly.calls.him- the Light that hone before 
the Warld, the intellectual and eſſential Wiſdom, that 

he Father tt. Ns alſo aſſerts, that he has d twor 
ld Natwe, andtherefore cou d mor be ſuppos d to 


4hink, chat he had no Human Ful; he allo ſpea 


From theſe and ſuch like Paſſages one wou d think, 
That he is not in the Aian Share, and eſpecially 


hen he expreſly rejects che Error of thoſe who (ay, 
hat the Son was made ik i zr, But you wil 


ind in many other Places of his Writings, as well 
in theſe very Chapters in Which he ſpeaks ſo ho- 
mourably- of out Saviour, that he aſſerts other 
Things which ſavour of Arianiſu, by which it ap- 
pears that he had not the Talent of Speak ing con- 
Aſtentiy with himſelf at all Times; or if he was 
Orthodox, he often lays himſelf open to the Suſpi- 
ion of Arianiſm by unwary Expreſſions, as you may 
ee in the ]] Chapters above referr'd to, and o- 
ther Places where he calls the Son the Minſter of 
he Will of God, the ſecoud to the Futher in Creation; 


and he denies that the Son is to be adored any o- 


therwiſe than on the Account of the Father that 
Auolleth in him And that the Son as God is inſe- 


. Fiour to the Father, leſ than the Father, and don't de- 


ſerve equal Honour with Him . He alſo aſſerts, that 


the Holy Ghoſt is ut God, but one of thoſe Things 


that were made by the Son, this is certainly very differ- 
ing from their Way of Speaking, who are really Op- 
poſers of Arianiſm ; and it was doubtleſs on the Ac- 


88. 
rep. np. I. ib. . „4 
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teſt againſt the Name of Ariamiſm, becauſe di 


eee 
duct in joining With the AHriam in ut ing ſome 
of the Defenders of the-Nizene Fas that Jerome, A 
thamaſius, and others have taken Qcealion to chargs 
him as an Eſpduſer of that Hereſy, Therefore to be 
no Axrian hut an Euſebiun, is nothing ele but to 


1 


agree with Arius in the Main, While entring a Pr 


ſenting from him in ſome | peculiar} Modes, « 
SPEARS: [ni 38 oiled of bow n ave 
ITS things I haye taken leaye do obſerve 
that it may appear we had good Reaſon to declare 
o Faith in mare. expreſs Terms, than by aſſer· 
ing that we are 0, Atians,. or that us utterly diſown 
the Arian Dobirine, i Fot it is very certain that not 
only they who are in the New Scheme; but the Sor 
einianſ them ſolveg axe ready to declare that they bey 
lieve the Holirine ¶ the, Bleſſed Trinity,, it they 
may be admitted to explain their Senſe of this 
Doctripe in their on Way, and. alſo that they be- 
lieve the proper, Divinity, of, our Saviour, or that 
he is God by Nature, if you underſtand this only 
as oppos'd to Idols which in reality are no Gods, 
as having no branch of divine Glory put upon 
em, nor any Warrant from God to be called fo. 
Theretore a Declaration of this Nature will not 
argue the Perſons that make it to be altogether 
free from the Suſpicion of Ariaziſm ; and tho ma- 
ny of our Brethren who have thought fi to aſſert 
no more, appear by better Evidence to be unjuſtly 
Charg'd with it; yet I hope they will not continue 
to reckon others Inpoſers who thought fit to expreſs 
their Faith in Words which never were reckon'd 
exceptionable amongſt us till cf late; and I hope 
the Impartial Erquirers after Truth, who take 
the Pains to krow what has been adyanc'd on 
both Sides, will ſee Reafon to cor clude, that the 
Explication of the Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity 
| 5 conta ind 


p _ i a ** n 4 A 5 ©; - A hy m a . . 

4 q , „ . F 2 233 hs 

\ Fai be 4 — 
2 * — * * * * 
e 
oY 4 
5 * . Z , 
\ as \ 
. * 

( 7 . . 


3 Su leren, leber n 
F as has been'prov'd by ſeveral: judicious Writers 
ww juſteſt Conſequences deduce d from 
Dat bs is no Crime to recommend it 
by « our by Gur Subſerip r as worthy" of Ae nee 
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not- does d meerly mn» of 125 but 2 

5 Erie which we proſeſs; ; in whoſe: Writings a better 

| Temper is deſirid, as well 4s more cogent Argu- 

wn that i are miſtaken" we may be con- 
Find, and not neceſſitated t that dur on- 

- Vwicion is the leaſt Part of the Deſign of many, 

Whom we have no otherwiſe ipjur d than by der- 

ring our ſtedfaſt Adherence to that Doctrine, 


on Which our Religion and our Hope is oe 
viz. that the Father, Son, and Hhly 6 ny 
var and ei Gal Shed for evermore.” 
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